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Hi, my name is Johanna Weaver, and I'm the founding Director of the Tech Policy Design Centre at the 
Australian National University. 
 
At the Tech Policy Design Centre, we believe that it is possible to shape a future in which people, 
technology and the planet thrive. 1 
 
But, to do that, we need to get much better at designing and implementing effective technology policy 
and regulation.  
 
In many instances, we have emended technology in our lives before we embedded considerations of 
those technologies in our governance frameworks 
 
Existing laws and regulations are struggling to keep pace with the rate of technological change.  
 
And, where regulation does exist, it is often ineffective.  
 
But, at the Tech Policy Design Centre, we are not here to admire the problem.  
 
The “design” in our name is deliberate. 
 
We are here to co-design a new generation of tech policy, law and regulation. 
 
We work collaborative with all actors in the tech-ecosystem: industry, government, civil society, 
academia and, of course, end users and consumers.  
 
We bring a global perspective, but our speciality is Australia and the Indo-Pacific.  
 
Now, I know that for many, the words “policy” and “regulation” instantly provokes yawns, and for others, 
it sounds like red tape and restriction.  
 
But if we get tech policy right, it will foster, not hinder.  
 
It will help to create the future in which people, technology and the planet thrive.2  
The decisions that we make today about technology policy, will play a large part in shaping how our 
collective and individual futures will unfold. 
 
Technology can be made differently.  

 

1 This vision draws upon ideas articulated in: ANU School of Cybernetics & Menzies Foundation, Redefining Leadership in the 21st 
Century: the view from cybernetics, available: https://cybernetics.anu.edu.au/assets/Redefining_Leadership_in_the_21st_Century-
the_view_from_Cybernetics.pdf 

2 Ibid 
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We can make technology that makes our lives better, not just easier.   
 
It is possible to design effective tech policy.  
 
And better tech policy, means better technology – and that is win for everyone.  
 
We need more people to join us in our mission.  
 
So, please do get in touch and get involved. 
 
Thank you.   
 
 
 


